
Unveiling the Secrets of Zurich’s 
Nightly Visitors (1780-1818)
Exploring the «Zürcher Nachtzedel»



The Dataset «Zürcher Nachtzedel»

Zurich’s Overnight Visitor Logs have been recorded by a 
«Nachtschreiber» (night clerk) between 1780 and 1818 
to control who was staying in the hotels and inns of the
city.

• Document names and origins of guests

• Trace presence of famous contemporaries like
Goethe and Hölderlin

• Allow for social-historical insights: fluctuation of
tourism, origin of travellers, profession and social 
status of travellers etc.



The Dataset «Zürcher Nachtzedel»

• Digitized by the Zentralbibliothek Zurich

• Locked in image format (without machine-
readable text)

• 95 % of the Nachtzedel are printed, mostly in 
good quality

• 5 % of the Nachtzedel are handwritten notes

• Occasional misspellings or unusual spellings



The Challenge

Visualise the Data
• Visualise the the history of Zurich’s nightly visitors
• At what time did people from which places visit Zurich?

Extract the text with OCR
• 2 – 3 participants with experience in OCR software

Verify Data
• Review and correct the OCR-extracted text

Named Entity Recognition and Linking
• Identify persons, locations and professions
• Link them to authority resources like Wikidata
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