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Idea

Originating from the territory of today’s Switzerland, the dynasty of the Habsburg has been present in many different 
countries, and its members have been associated with a variety of historical events that have left their traces in our collective 
memories. By means of this international cooperation project, we intend to tell the story of the Habsburg from the point of 
view of the various populations concerned. Putting the different memories side by side, we want to seize the occasion to 
reconnect on a different level, leaving the Habsburg family tree and the world it stands for behind us. 

Pilot Implementation for Mexico

A student group at Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla (BUAP) has implemented a pilot project for México. In 
parallel, it is planning to reach out to Chapultepec Castle (residence of Emperor Maximilian and his wife Charlotte) and 
another Habsburg memory site in México. 

- Short animation film: Memories of Habsburg (presented on 5 Sept. 2024)
- Short animation film: Reflections on the “making of” (presented on 5 Sept. 2024)  

We are still looking for partners in other countries…

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1TRMGW04lg7P9KqdD4_w4mAvZJREccEpL
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pP4PTcinYxEsbzlw84WTkAHW5w86VfPS/view?usp=drive_link
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Artifacts in ethnographic collections are approached through an 
artistic and/or participatory approach. To the extent possible, they 
involve and give the word to the communities concerned by the 
artifacts.



Student groups at Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla (BUAP) are working on 
two such projects

See: video presented on 5 Sept. 2024

See: video presented on 5 Sept. 2024

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F_0PKpKvfinryqVTGPZwv8Ki9vfTLKRG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_I4Tm9mCv5h5xznEqv8dgYTH8LXKZEww/view?usp=drive_link


The Startingpoint

• The GLAM Wikimission in mind:
“Our mission is to help Swiss memory institutions share their curatorial 
knowledge, collections and resources in a digital manner, on global 
platforms, making Swiss cultural heritage more accessible to the world.”

• An eager collaborator (Rose Musyoki) in Kenya

• Data on African artifacts in Swiss collections → provided by Beat Estermann 
[Challenge 06]
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https://artnetworkafrica.com/author/rose-mwikali/
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Guiding Questions

• How could/ should such artistic and/or participatory projects around objects in 
ethnographic collections be documented and presented?

• To what extent would it make sense to present such projects and their outputs on a 
common webpage, thus creating another link between the museums, the artifacts, the 
artists, and the people concerned?     
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Some Key-Insights

• Some museums can't assess the metadata of objects in their ethnographic 
collections because they lack the cultural context.

• Mere exposure to photographs of pieces in ethnographic collections stir emotion and 
evoke memories when viewed by a native.
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source: Museé d’ethongraphie de Genève, ETHAF K001263, 1884
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The Idea

WHAT?
Build an intersection for native artists to contextualise the artefacts in Swiss 
heritage collections by facilitating cooperation.

HOW?
• Provide access to catalogues/ catalogued data
• Support artists in creation-process
• Facilitate/ Mediate dialogue between artists & museums
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